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Bertram is 95 
“Wonderful!” Bertram exclaimed as he celebrated his 95th birthday as reflected 
over the two weeks of celebration. 
 
Dr. Bertram Schaffner’s birthday celebration began on Saturday, October 27th at 
the Brooklyn Museum. Over 175 friends and family joined the Brooklyn 
Museum in honoring Bert for his generous support for the museum's important 
collection of the arts of India and Southeast Asia.  
 

 
 
At a special reception, Amy G. Poster, Past Curator, thanked Bertram for his 
generous support for the museum's important collection of the arts of India and 
Southeast Asia.  In her remarks, Amy shared her experience in collaborating with 
Bertram for almost 40 years. 

 
I don't want to leave the impression that when I think of Bert I 
think of him primarily as a collector.  I don't.  When I think of Bert 
I think of him primarily as a friend, for he has an infinite store of 
good will and an amazing capacity for friendship, as all of us here 
today know.  We always marvel in his instinctive trust in the 
goodness of others, a trust which you, Bert, manifest every day.  
Maybe it is because you are so discerning that you know how to 
assess people, but too it may be that trust inspires meritorious 
conduct and so Bert brings out the best in the rest of us.  So in all 
capacities Bert – as eminent psychiatrist, as distinguished 
collector, and most importantly as a friend – we salute you on 
your birthday. 



 
On Sunday morning, over 60 Schaffner family members gathered again 
to salute Bertram. Hosted by Judy and Douglas Weil, Cindy and David 
Weil, and Bertram, everyone enjoyed meeting new family members and 
reconnecting with others. We particularly enjoyed hearing Bert talk 
about how he became interested in Schaffner genealogy by visiting 
German cemeteries as a teenager, how the family has achieved success 
as businessmen, financiers, doctors, and educators, and his hope that we 
will stay connected through the Schaffner Family Genealogy Project. 
 

 
 
A Note from Bertram 
Dear Fellow Members of the large Schaffner Family, 
  
   May I make use of this newsletter sent to you by Jon, Judy, and Marni to add 
a few lines of my own?  I cannot thank everyone connected with my 95th 
birthday celebration enough, including and especially the staff of the Brooklyn 
Museum, for all their contributions to the wonderful weekend.  I thank all of 
those who traveled many miles here to New York to be present.  It was 
wonderful to see how members of the family took advantage of the rare 
opportunity to meet one another.  I believe many firm new friendships have 
emerged.  Everyone seems to feel enriched.  The weekend could not have 
happened without Jon Weil's special gifts of bringing people together.  He is 
already planning the next get-together in southern California. 
 
   Jon is also wisely thinking of building a solid support structure for the 
genealogy.  I hope it will become a permanent, thriving organization to serve 
many people's needs.  I trust that all of you will come forward to help him in 
some capacity, and with your suggestions.  I am sure that he will use your 
ideas.  I thank all of you, in particular Judy Weil, who has been with this project 
almost from the beginning.  She brought the computer world in to simplify the 
bewildering details and problems connected with genealogy.  She also has 
extraordinary skills at organizing everything to make it simpler and more 
workable.  I hope all of you will find pleasure and usefulness in the growing 



developing genealogy, as it modifies and becomes more mature.  Thanks, too, to 
David and Cindy Weil for the use of their spacious home to let us all meet each 
other face to face. 
 
   On the personal side, I cannot tell you how much it meant to me to meet so 
many of you in person.  Please continue to come to visit me whenever you come 
by New York.  Getting to know you personally has been one of my greatest 
rewards from starting and building the Schaffner genealogy.  Please continue to 
inform us of all the important events and dates of your lives.  I salute you and 
your future! 
Cordially, 
Bert Schaffner 
 
Remembering… 
James Borsteinof Cranston, RI sent this to us the other day. He found this 
History of Erie County on the web and said he didn’t know if anyone has seen 
it, but we thought we'd pass it along.  
 
Morris Schaffner, of Schaffner Brothers Company, proprietors of the largest 
meat packing house in northwestern Pennsylvania, is among Erie's representative 
and successful business men. He was born at Hessen, Germany on Nov. 28, 
1866, and is the son of Henry and Regina (Sedel) Schaffner. 
 
The father, who was a butcher died in the old country in 1893 at the age of 56 
years, and in 1898 the mother came to Erie to reside, where she died in 1912.  In 
1881, as a boy of 14 years, Morris Schaffner came to this country alone, joined 
some friends and family in Cleveland, and two years later opened a small butcher 
shop. In 1884 his brother Jacob immigrated to the United States and the two 
became associated in Cleveland under the name of Schaffner Brothers. In 
January, 1887, they moved their business to Erie, opening a retail and wholesale 
store at 1327 Peach Street. In 1888 they commenced to devote themselves 
exclusively to the wholesale trade, and in 1906 they purchased an entire block on 
East 15th Street, breaking ground for the erection of the great plant which they 
now occupy. The most approved methods of artificial refrigeration are in use, the 
cellars and coolers giving ample assurance that all meat products will be handled 
with every safeguard as to cleanliness and general sanitary conditions. A large 
trade is also done in manufactured meat. In 1906' the business was incorporated 
and the present officers are as follows: Morris Schaffner, president; Jacob 
Schaffner, vice president; Milton Schaffner, treasurer; and Henry G. Schaffner, 
secretary.  Mr. Schaffner is also extensively interested in farming and 
stockraising, the Schaffners being among the largest land owners in Erie County. 
"Conneaut Valley Farm," located in Conneaut Township, Erie County, has a 
national reputation, having produced some of the best Shorthorn cattle in 
America. Morris Schaffner is a member of the American Shorthorn Breeders 
Association of Chicago, Ill. He has made many exhibits of his cattle at fairs 
winning prizes wherever shown .On Nov. 28, 1886, Mr. Schaffner was married to 
Miss Carrie Schuster of Buffalo, and they have three children: Milton, treasurer 
of the HISTORY OF ERIE COUNTY; Alfred, also engaged in the business with 
his father; and Minnie, married  Martin D. Levi. 
 
 Mr. Schaffner is a Democrat, a member of the West Eighth Street Temple, of 



which he served as president for 17 years, and he is identified with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Erie Maennerchor, Erie Yacht Club and 
the Chamber of Commerce. He served as president of the B'nai B'rith and is a 
member of the Grange Lodge of Conneaut Township. At one time Mr. Schaffner 
served as fire commissioner of Erie. 
 
Fillis S. Gross of Roswell, GA writes… 
The report of Walter Bernsdorf being rescued from Germany, as reported in the 
Fall 2006 Schaffner Family Newsletter, brought back many childhood 
memories, some of which I am glad to share. 
 
Aunt Marion Schaffner was a regular monthly visitor at my parents, the Herbert 
Schaffners, in Highland Park, Ill., in the Thirties and Forties.  Our home was 
about 30 miles north of Chicago’s Southside, where Marion and her mother 
Rachel Schaffner lived.  We met Walter and Ida Bensdorf when they 
accompanied Marion on a family Sunday visit to my home.  My father briefed 
us beforehand on what a ‘refugee’ was, and I remember that everyone spoke 
German at dinner on that Sunday.  I also knew that my father also helped the 
Bensdorfs get settled in Chicago. 
 
Marion and Rachel lived in a wonderful large old home, which had an amazing 
elevator chair moving up and down a wide marble staircase.  For my brother, 
my sister and for me it was a wonder and a fascination.  We, however, were 
sternly and well warned to stay off that marvel in their home. 
 
Aunt Rachel in my childhood memories, was so old in years, but did come 
down when we visited her home to have cake with us. 
 
I vividly recall Aunt Marion pulling up to our house in her dark green car, 
which she drove alone, on her Sunday visits in summer as well as in winter.  
Often Herbert’s sister, my aunt Martha Schaffner, was visiting with us, as well 
as my mother Elsie’s mother, Grandmother “Nana”.  German was spoken as 
easily as English in those family days. 
 
On any sultry summer Sunday afternoon, the family gathered on the screened 
porch, sipping lemonade and iced tea hoping to catch a breath of fresh air in one 
of the boiling August days. 
 
Driving north to visit us was a daunting task, as there were no wide or modern 
roads, as we know them today.  Aunt Marion made regular sojourns to visit 
with us. 
 
I am glad to have been able to recall these family memories. 
 
My father, Herbert Schaffner, son of Simon Schaffner, worked at the Chicago 
brokerage house, A. G. Becker, for almost 70 years. As a lad out of high school, 
he was fortunate to get the opportunity to work his way up from office boy to 
senior vice president.  Herbert served on numerous civic and charity boards, he 
was often cited as a highly respected financial advisor in the local Chicago 
press.  He cared for and nurtured families’ (many Jewish immigrants) meager 



savings for 50 years and more.  He was a co-founder of Camp Henry Horner, a 
summer camp for poor Jewish boys from the South and West Sides of Chicago 
to spend some time away from the heat of summer streets.  At my father’s death 
at 84 there was a huge half page write-up in the Tribune; there was an over-flow 
at his funeral. 
 
My parents are also at Rosehill Cemetery now. 
 
(PS.  Also living in a large house on Lake Michigan in North Highland Park 
was Robert Schaffner with his wife Frankie and their daughter Katherine, but I 
have no memory of them, except that Katherine was slightly mentally slow.  She 
was well taken care of with Robert’s vast wealth.  Later in life Katherine had a 
companion, and lived in NYC.  Robert left most of his fortune to Harvard.) 
 
Remembering Our Nana, Jane Schaffner Zesinger -  
From Betsy Zesinger Ingraham of Temple, TX 
 

 
 
Words can not begin to express how very greatly our family loved Nana.  The 
constant social butterfly, she made sure everyone knew how everyone else was 
and what they were doing.  Every phone call began with a “Hello my darling!” 
and ended with “Love and hugs!”  We all learned so much from her about love, 
the importance of family, and how to live by the Golden Rule.  Her marriage to 
our Boppa, George R. Zesinger Jr., was that of a storybook.  She would always 
insist that the secret to a good marriage was to never go to bed angry and 
always to kiss each other good night, something her grandchildren often talk 
about and strive to emulate.   
 
August was a very bittersweet month for our family as we learned our Nana was 
under Hospice care.  Prior to her passing her dear family was able to visit with 
her.  We shared wonderful memories, loved, laughed, and cried together.  When 
Nana passed away there were four generations surrounding her.  Each of her 
children was present along with representatives of all of those whom she held 
dear:  a daughter-in-law, a grandchild, a great-grandchild, and her best friend.  
Immediately before she passed, she opened her eyes one last time to see her 
loved ones surrounding her.  Nana will forever be in our hearts, and we will 
forever cherish all she taught us. 



 
Below is an excerpt from her obituary:  
 
Jane Schaffner Zesinger, age 86 of Erie, Pennsylvania died peacefully on 
Thursday, August 23, 2007 surrounded by her loving family.  She was born on 
July 13, 1921, to the late Henry G. and Matilde Steinfeld Schaffner.  She was 
also preceded in death by her sister, Betty Ackerman and is survived by her 
brother, Jack Schaffner of Sarasota, Fla. 
 
She graduated from Strong Vincent High in June of 1938 and attended LaSalle 
College in Massachusetts.  On March 12, 1942 Jane married the love of her life 
George R. Zesinger, Jr.  George and Jane lived a storybook marriage until his 
death in 1999. 
             
Family and friends were the highlights of her life.  She greatly enjoyed 
entertaining and playing bridge, mahjongg, and spreading happiness by giving 
candy to friends and strangers.  Jane always brought a smile to everyone with 
her positive outlook on life and contagious sense of humor.  Above all, Jane 
lived her life following The Golden Rule.  Her many activities included being a 
past Board member of the Visiting Nurses Association, a Chaplain volunteer at 
Hamot Hospital, knitting baby blankets for those in need, Temple Sisterhood, 
and the American Red Cross. 
             
Jane will be dearly missed by her three children: LtCol G. Robert Zesinger 
USAF (Ret) and his wife Carol (Merritt) Zesinger of Burke, Va., Peter M. 
Zesinger of Erie, Carol (Pencer) Zesinger of Bradenton, Fla., and Heidi Z. Derr 
and her husband Richard Derr of Troy, Mich.  She will be deeply missed by her 
ten grandchildren:  Mark R. Zesinger and his wife Janell of Huntsville, Ala., 
Greg M. Zesinger and his wife Ashley of Huntingdon Valley, Pa., Betsy Z. 
Ingraham and her husband Dr. John Ingraham of Temple, Texas, Lt. David C. 
Zesinger USAF of Great Falls, Mont.; Katie Z. Webb and her husband Steve 
Webb of Concord, Ohio, Andrew P. Zesinger, Esq. of Orlando Fla., and Margie 
A. Zesinger of Sarasota Fla.; Christopher C., Carrie A., and Michael R. Derr of 
Troy, Mich.  Jane found constant joy with her seven great grandchildren:  
Merritt and James Zesinger, Amy and Julie Zesinger, Madeline Ingraham, and 
Devin and Ellie Webb.  Services held at the Burton Funeral Home and 
Crematory, Inc were led by Herb Lichtenstein followed by her burial at Laurel 
Hill Cemetery. 
 
Keeping Connected 

• The Schaffner Family Project depends on you to keep us updated. 
Make sure that you email us any announcements of births, marriages, 
and deaths.   

  
• If you are not registered for the Schaffner Family Genealogy website, 

please let us know and we will send you an email invitation to join. The 
website is a great way to keep the family connected and up-to-date with 
news & events, share special family pictures or memories, and much 
more…  

 
• Mini Family Reunions are a great way to stay connected. Let us know 



if you are interested in bringing family together and we will send you 
names and addresses of family in your area. Mini family reunions are 
being planned in Southern California and New York City. Watch for 
announcements this spring.  

 
• Did you know that we are beginning to organize a Schaffner Family 

Advisory Board? We need help as we begin to update the family tree, 
expand the database of names/addresses and possibly add information 
about professions and university affiliation to the database, rewrite the 
biographical narratives and scan the original Genealogy, published in 
1990, on a CD. So far, Edie Hirsch and Dick Felber, both of Cleveland, 
Barbie Sadoff and Ruth Barton of Charleston, W VA, and Bob Benton 
and Bob Schaffner of Chicago have volunteered. We are looking for 
others.  

 
We hope that you have a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year.  For 
questions or suggestions, please contact: 
 
            Jonathan Schaffner Weil 

J.weil@ix.netcom.com (949)400-5438 
 

Marni Weil Martens 
Marni.martens@gmail.com     (802)244-7272 
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